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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A child restraint assembly for a child vehicle seat, comprising: 

a buckle assembly including a buckle and at least one latch, the buckle 
including a buckle actuator slidable between a first position and a second 
position relative to a front surface of the buckle to unlock the buckle assembly; 

a harness coupled to the buckle assembly; and 

a harness adjuster to adjust the harness, the harness adjuster 
including a housing and a harness adjuster actuator movable between a first 
position and a second position relative to a front surface of the housing to 
unlock the harness adjuster, 

wherein movement of the buckle actuator from the first position to the 
second position is in the same direction as movement of the harness adjuster 
actuator from the first position to the second position. 

2. A child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the buckle 
includes an contoured grip surface, and the buckle actuator is slidable from 
the first position to the second position toward the contoured grip surface. 

3. A child restraint assembly according to claim 2, wherein the contoured 
grip surface is a lower surface of the buckle. 

4. A child restraint assembly according to claim 2, wherein the contoured 
grip surface has a medial portion flanked by two angled portions against each 
of which a user may brace a finger. 

5. A child restraint assembly according to claim 2, wherein the contoured 
grip surface provides a grip against which a user can brace a finger. 

6. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the front 
surface of the buckle includes a recessed area, and the buckle actuator is 
located in the recessed area. 
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7. The child restraint assembly according to claim 6, wherein the 
recessed area includes an aperture through which the buckle actuator 
extends. 

8. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the buckle 
actuator includes a directional icon to indicate the direction of movement of 
the buckle actuator from the first position to the second position. 

9. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the buckle 
has rounded edges. 

10. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the front 
surface of the housing includes a recessed area, and the harness adjuster 
actuator is mounted within the recessed area. 

1 1 . The child restraint assembly according to claim 10, wherein the 
recessed area includes an aperture through which the harness adjuster 
actuator extends. 

12. The child restraint assembly according to claim 10, wherein the front 
surface of the buckle includes a recessed area, and the buckle actuator is 
located in the recessed area. 

13. The child restraint assembly of claim 12, wherein the recessed area of 
the housing is deeper than the recessed area of the buckle. 

14. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the harness 
adjuster actuator includes a directional icon to indicate the direction of 
movement of the harness adjuster actuator from the first position to the 
second position. 
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15. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1, wherein the housing 
has rounded edges. 

1 6. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the housing 
includes a grip surface that provides a grip against which a user can brace a 
finger. 

17. The child restraint assembly according to claim 16, wherein the grip 
surface is a lower surface of the housing. 

18. The child restraint assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the buckle 
actuator and the harness adjuster actuator are similarly shaped. 

19. A child restraint assembly for a child vehicle seat, comprising: 

a buckle assembly including a buckle and at least one latch, the buckle 
including a buckle actuator movable between a first position and a second 
position to unlock the buckle assembly, the buckle including a grip surface of 
sufficient thickness to enable a user to brace a finger against the buckle grip 
surface when actuating the buckle actuator; 

a harness coupled to the buckle assembly; and 
a harness adjuster to adjust the harness, the harness adjuster 
including a housing and a harness adjuster actuator movable between a first 
position and a second position to unlock the harness adjuster, the housing 
including a grip surface of sufficient thickness to enable a user to brace a 
finger against the housing grip surface when actuating the harness adjuster 
actuator. 

20. The child restraint assembly of claim 19, wherein the buckle grip 
surface is a lower surface of the buckle. 
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21 . The child restraint assembly of claim 20, wherein the buckle grip 
surface is contoured and includes a medial portion flanked by two angled 
portions against each of which a user may brace a finger. 

22. The child restraint assembly of claim 19, wherein the housing grip 
surface is a lower surface of the housing. 

23. The child restraint assembly according to claim 19, wherein the buckle 
actuator and the harness adjuster actuator are similarly shaped. 

24. The child restraint assembly according to claim 19, further comprising a 
chest clip coupled to the harness, the chest clip including a male member and 
a female member releasably coupled to the male member, the male member 
having a pair of opposing grip surfaces of sufficient thickness to enable a user 
to grip the male member when decoupling the male member and the female 
member. 

25. A chest clip of a child restraint assembly for a child vehicle seat, 
comprising: 

a male member; 

a female member adapted to engage the male member, the female 
member including a pair of finger grips formed thereon to enable a user to grip 
the female member to position the chest clip at a proper location relative to a 
child seated in the child vehicle seat. 

26. A chest clip according to claim 25, wherein the finger grips are 
depressions formed in a front surface of the female member. 

27. A chest clip according to claim 25, wherein the female member has a 
raised portion that is centrally located on the chest clip when the female 
member and the male member are engaged, and wherein one of the finger 
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grips is located at an upper edge of the raised portion and the other of the 
finger grips is located at a lower edge of the raised portion. 

28. A chest clip according to claim 27, wherein an instructional icon is 
disposed on the front surface of the raised portion. 

29. A chest clip according to claim 25, wherein the finger grips are formed 
on opposing edges of the female member. 

30. A chest clip according to claim 25, wherein the male member includes 
a front surface, and wherein a web site address is printed on the front surface 
of at least one of the male member and the female member. 

31 . A chest clip according to claim 30, wherein the web site is engraved on 
the front surface of the male member. 

32. A buckle assembly of a child restraint assembly for a child vehicle seat, 
comprising: 

at least one latch; and 

a buckle adapted to releasably engage the latch, the buckle including a 
buckle actuator movable between a first position and a second position to 
unlock the latch from the buckle, the buckle including a grip surface of 
sufficient thickness to enable a user to brace a finger against the buckle grip 
surface when actuating the buckle actuator. 

33. The buckle assembly of claim 32, wherein the buckle grip surface is a 
lower surface of the buckle. 

34. The buckle assembly of claim 33, wherein the buckle grip surface is 
contoured and includes a medial portion flanked by two angled portions 
against each of which a user may brace a finger. 



Atty. Dkt. No.: 061270-0922 



35. The buckle assembly according to claim 32, wherein the buckle 
includes a front surface having a recessed area, and the buckle actuator is 
located in the recessed area. 

36. The buckle assembly according to claim 35, wherein the recessed area 
includes an aperture through which the buckle actuator extends. 

37. The buckle assembly according to claim 32, wherein the buckle 
actuator includes a directional icon to indicate the direction of movement of 
the buckle actuator from the first position to the second position. 

38. The buckle assembly according to claim 32, wherein the buckle has 
rounded edges. 

39. A harness adjuster of a child restraint assembly, comprising: 
a housing; and 

a harness adjuster actuator movable between a first position and a 
second position to enable adjustment of a harness of the child restraint 
assembly, 

wherein the housing includes a grip surface of sufficient thickness to 
enable a user to brace a finger against the housing grip surface when 
actuating the harness adjuster actuator. 

40. The harness adjuster according to claim 39, wherein the housing 
includes a front surface having a recessed area, and the harness adjuster 
actuator is mounted within the recessed area. 

41 . The harness adjuster according to claim 40, wherein the recessed area 
includes an aperture through which the harness adjuster actuator extends. 
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42. The harness adjuster according to claim 39, wherein the harness 
adjuster actuator includes a directional icon to indicate the direction of 
movement of the harness adjuster actuator from the first position to the 
second position. 

43. The harness adjuster according to claim 39, wherein the housing has 
rounded edges. 

44. The harness adjuster according to claim 39, wherein the grip surface is 
a lower surface of the housing. 

45. A chest clip of a child restraint assembly for a child vehicle seat, 
comprising: 

a male member; and 

a female member adapted to engage the male member; 

wherein a pair of opposing finger grips are formed on at least one of 
the male member and the female member to enable a user to grip the at least 
one of the male member and the female member to position the chest clip at a 
proper location relative to a child seated in the child vehicle seat. 

46. A chest clip according to claim 45, wherein the finger grips are 
depressions formed in a front surface of the female member. 
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